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BATON ROUGE – Michael Danna, editor 
of the Farm Bureau News and director of pub-
lic relations for the Louisiana Farm Bureau 
Federation, died Friday, March 6, 2015, in 
Baton Rouge.  He was 54.

Mike is survived by his loving wife Renée 
Hafford Danna of Port Allen; two children, 
Chase Michael Danna and Taylor Lynn 
Danna, both of St. Francisville; his mother, 
Amelia Danna of Baker; one sister, Tammy 
Danna of Zachary; his “Nannie,” aunt Rose 
Marie Danna of Baker and two step sons, 
Nicholas LaCour of Port Allen and Dillon 
Couvillon of Astoria, NY.  He is preceded in 
death by his father, Nicky Danna of Baker 
and his maternal and paternal grandparents, 
Nicholas and Lelia Soulier of Rougon and 
Tony and Katie Danna of Baker.

Although he never smoked, Mike was 
diagnosed with esophageal cancer in June of 
2012, followed by a leukemia diagnosis in 
May 2014.  Danna continued to work through 
much of his illness, traveling to Costa Rica, 
Colombia and Panama in early 2014 to cover 
the LSU AgCenter’s AgLeadership Develop-
ment Program’s international tour there.  In 

 
January of 2015, Mike and the “This Week 
in Louisiana Agriculture” (TWILA) Team of 
reporters kicked off the TV program’s new 
season by broadcasting from the San Diego 
Zoo.  San Diego was the site of the most 
recent annual meeting of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation.

Born May 26, 1960, Mike was raised in 

Baker and was a 1978 
graduate of Baker High.  
During his college years, 
he wrote for his hometown 
newspaper, The Observer, 
as well as the LSU student 
newspaper, The Daily Rev-
eille.  He also freelanced 
for The Advocate.

In 1983, he graduated  
from LSU’s Manship 
School of Mass Commu-
nication and was hired by 
Gannett as a governmental 
reporter and political writer 
for The News-Star-World 
in Monroe.  In June 1985, 
he left the newspaper to 

become the editor of the Louisiana Farm 
Bureau News, the official publication of the 
Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation. 

It was there Mike was introduced to the 
organization’s long-running TV program 
“This Week in Louisiana Agriculture,” created 
by Regnal Wallace.  Mike would report for 
the show for the next 12 years, after which he 

was named PR director for the Farm Bureau 
and anchor of TWILA following Wallace’s 
retirement in 1997. 

During Mike’s tenure, the TWILA Team of 
reporters would cover agricultural news from 
15 countries on four continents and broad-
cast or report farm news stories from 27 U.S. 
states.  TWILA is watched each week by more 
than 400,000 viewers on 19 affiliate stations 
across Louisiana.  It is seen across the nation 
via satellite on the farm news network RFD-
TV in Nashville.

Over his career, Mike and the TWILA Team 
would garner six Telly Awards for excellence 
in television reporting.  Mike was particularly 
proud of the October 2011 show produced 
over 10 days from Turkey, and of TWILA’s 
coverage of the devastation wrought by Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita on Louisiana’s farmers 
and ranchers in 2005.  In 2010, Mike’s report, 
“Katrina: Five Years Later,” won him a Telly 
Award for best news reporting by an indepen-
dent television program. 

In addition to his television reporting, Mike  
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Brand-New Truck, John Deere ‘Gator’ and More Await YF&R Winners
By Neil Melançon
FB News Staff Writer

BATON ROUGE – A brand-new Chevy or GMC vehicle 
and a John Deere Gator utility vehicle are among the many 
prizes that await the winners of this year’s Young Farmers 
and Ranchers contest at the Louisiana Farm Bureau Conven-
tion in New Orleans.

The state’s largest general farm organization will hold the 
convention at the New Orleans Marriott on Canal St. June 
25-28, 2015.  Young farmers from across the state will com-
pete in the YF&R Achievement Award contest, the Discus-
sion Meet, the Outstanding Young Farm Woman contest and 
the Excellence in Agriculture Award contest.

The organization will name its Young Farmers and Ranch-

ers contest winners Thursday, June 25 at the Organizational 
Awards program beginning at 5:30 p.m.  The Achievement 
Award, Discussion Meet and Excellence in Agriculture win-
ners will receive an all-expenses-paid trip to the American 
Farm Bureau Convention in Orlando, Fla., January 10-13, 
2016.

The Achievement Award is presented to the young farm 
or ranch couple whose operation exemplifies diversity and 
sound farming practices.  The statewide competition is spon-
sored by the Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers and Ranchers 
Committee.

A variety of outstanding prizes will be presented to the 
Achievement Award winner, including a $40,000 voucher for 
a Chevrolet or GMC vehicle, compliments of Southern Farm  
 See “YF&R Awards,” page 6

Michael Danna reporting for “This Week in Louisiana Agriculture” from Fort 
Polk, La.  Mike lost his battle with cancer Friday, March 6, 2015, after 30 years 
of dedicated service to the Louisiana Farm Bureau.  Photo by Lauren LeBlanc.

Long-Time Ag Journalist, TV Host 
Michael Danna Loses Battle With Cancer



was a contributing writer to numerous news
and farm publications, including The 
Advocate, Mid-South Farmer and Progres-
sive Farmer magazines.  In 2001, the Baton 
Rouge Advertising Federation named Mike 
“Communications Manager of the Year.”  
In 2008, he was named “Marketer of the 
Year” by the Baton Rouge chapter of Sales 
and Marketing Executives International.  In 
2011, the Public Relations Association of 
Louisiana named Mike “Communicator of 
the Year.”  Mike will be inducted into the 
LSU Manship School of Mass Communica-
tion’s Hall of Fame this fall and is a 2004 
graduate of the LSU AgCenter’s Agricultural 
Leadership Development Program.

Mike and the entire Danna family would 
like to thank Dr. Gerald Miletello and the 
physicians and staff of the Hematology/On-
cology Clinic for their love, care and com-
passion over the last two-and-a-half years. 
Thanks, also, to the physicians and staff of 
the Pennington Cancer Center. 

A scholarship will be established in Mike’s 
honor.  Donations can be made online at 
www.lsufoundation.org or via check payable 
to LSU Foundation, in memory of Mike 
Danna in the notation line, and mailed to 
LSU Foundation, 3838 West Lakeshore 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70808 or to Cancer 
Services of Greater Baton Rouge, www.
cancerservices.org.

Spring 2015    |   

7

Address all communication to Louisiana Farm Bureau News 
Bulk Rate Postage Paid at Baton Rouge, LA.  

Permit #2229 
Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation, Inc. P.O. Box 95004

Baton Rouge, LA 70895-9004
Physical Address: 9516 Airline Highway

Baton Rouge, LA 70815-5501

Yearly Subscription: $10 in the USA and possessions, 
$15 elsewhere. Louisiana Farm Bureau membership dues 

includes $.50 annual subscription.

This publication was printed on or about April 30, 2015 by 
Baton Rouge Press Printing Company, Baton Rouge, LA.

Ronald Anderson, President...........................................Ethel, LA
Jim Harper, First Vice President........................Cheneyville, LA
Scott Wiggers, Second Vice President...............Winnsboro, LA
Linda Zaunbrecher, Third Vice President.............Gueydan, LA
Michael Melançon, Secretary-Treasurer......Breaux Bridge, LA

District Board Members:  District 1, Jim Marsalis, 
Athens; District 2, Butch Oaks, Calhoun; District 3, 
Robert Warren, Epps; District 4, Bill Cheek, Lecompte; 
District 5, Richard Fontenot, Ville Platte; District 6, 
Kenny Self, Batchelor; District 7, Kent Brown, Jennings; 
District 8, Errol Domingues, Erath; District 9, Charles 
Kemp, Denham Springs; District 10, Gregory Gravois, 
Vacherie; District 11, Clayton Hurdle, Rosedale. 
Women’s Committee Chair: Denise Cannatella, 
Melville. YF&R Chair: Melissa Morris, Port Allen.

Commodity Committee Chairmen:  Beekeepers, 
Marion Evans, Bossier City; Coastal Activities & 
Natural Resources, Linda G. Zaunbrecher, Gueydan;                   

Cotton, Jason Condrey, Lake Providence; Crawfish, J. B. 
Hanks, Baton Rouge; Dairy, Eugene Robertson, Pine Grove; 
Equine, John W. Boudreaux, Abbeville; Forestry, Ricky 
Howard, Quitman; Labor, Randy Bracy, Amite; Livestock, 
Marty Wooldridge, Oil City; Market Produce, Arthur Lirette, 
Raceland; Nurserymen, Joseph Barry, Sunset; Oysters, 
Carolyn Falgout, Amite; Pecans, Ben Littlepage, Colfax; 
Poultry, Butch Oaks, Calhoun; Rice, Richard Fontenot,  
Ville Platte; Shrimp, A. J. Fabre, Barataria; Soybeans, Wheat 
& Feed Grains, Donald Schexnayder, Port Allen; Sugar, Ted 
Broussard, Jeanerette; Sweet Potatoes, James Deshotel, Bunkie.

Women’s Leadership Committee:  Denise Cannatella, 
Chair, Melville; Katie Sistrunk, First Vice Chair, White 
Castle; Becky Hensgens, Second Vice Chair, Lake Charles; 
Bonnie Pace, Third Vice Chair, Natchitoches; Michele 
Simoneaux, Secretary-Treasurer, Belle Rose.

YF&R Leadership Committee: Melissa & Bobby Morris, 
Chair, Port Allen; Amelia & Russell Kent, Vice Chair, 
Clinton; John & Brianne Compton, Secretary, Jennings.

Parish Farm Bureau Presidents
Acadia:  .......................................................... Gerard Frey, Iota
Allen:  ..................................................Thomas Mayes, Kinder
Ascension:  ................................. Frankie Sotile, Jr., St. James
Assumption:  ........................Rodney Simoneaux, Belle Rose
Avoyelles:  ............................Phillip Lamartiniere, Marksville
Beauregard:  ......................................David Smith, DeQuincy
Bienville:  ............................................Philip Towns, Gibsland
Bossier:  ............................................Loyd Dodson, Haughton
Caddo:  ...............................................Cecil Oliver, Shreveport
Calcasieu: ...........................Richard Hoffpauir, Lake Charles
Caldwell:  ...........................................Randy Rentz, Columbia

Cameron:  ............................................... James Cox, Bell City
Catahoula:  ........................................ Buddy Pierce, Jonesville
Claiborne:  ...............................................Jim Marsalis, Athens
Concordia:  .................................................John Rife, Ferriday
DeSoto:  ..........................................Joey Register, Logansport
East Baton Rouge:  ................................David Mills, Zachary
East Carroll:  .................Thomas A. Parker, Lake Providence
East St. James:  .................................. Peter Dufresne, Paulina
Evangeline:  ..............................Richard Fontenot, Ville Platte
Feliciana:  .............................John Thompson, St. Francisville
Franklin:  ...........................................Adam Faulk, Winnsboro
Grant:  .......................................................Ryan Yerby, Colfax
Iberia:  .......................................Ricky Gonsoulin, New Iberia
Iberville:  ..............................Cecil Ramagos Jr., White Castle
Jackson:  ...........................................Robert Moore, Jonesboro
Jefferson:  ...................................Bruce Kennair, Belle Chasse
Jeff Davis:  ............................................ Kent Brown, Jennings
Lafayette:  ............................................ Linda Duhon, Maurice
Lafourche:  ...........................................Aaron Foret, Raceland
LaSalle:  .................................................Roger Whatley, Trout
Lincoln:  ..........................................Track Kavanaugh, Ruston
Livingston:  ..........................Charles Kemp, Denham Springs
Madison:  ................................................ Robert Warren, Epps
Morehouse:  ..........................................Damian Bollich, Jones
Natchitoches:  ............................James Wagley, Natchitoches
Ouachita:  .................................Larry Rutledge, West Monroe
Pointe Coupee:  ............................George LaCour, Morganza
Rapides:  ................................................Bill Cheek, Lecompte
Red River:  ................................Blake McCartney, Coushatta
Richland:  .................................................Hunter Fife, Rayville
Sabine: ........................................................Joe DeBose, Many
St. Charles:  .......................................Joan Robbins, Hahnville
St. Helena:  .......................................Mike Smith, Greensburg
St. John:  .................................................Cindy Perret, Clinton

St. Landry:  .....................................Carlos Polotzola, Melville
St. Martin:  ............................Mike Melançon, Breaux Bridge
St. Mary:  ...........................................Mark Chauvin, Franklin
St. Tammany:  ........................................Fred Bass, Covington
Tangipahoa:  ........................Thomas W. Ridgedell, Loranger
Tensas:  .......................................................Jeff Lee, St. Joseph
Terrebonne:  ......................................Tom Ellender, Raceland
Union:  ..........................................Stephen Wade, Farmerville
Vermilion:  .........................................Errol Domingues, Erath
Vernon:  ............................................G.A. Holaway, Leesville
Washington:  ..............................Bryan Stafford, Mt. Hermon
Webster:  ......................................Glenn Johnston, Shongaloo
West Baton Rouge:  ........................... John Tilton, Port Allen
West Carroll:  .................................Cullen Kovac, Oak Grove
West St. James:  ...........................Gregory Gravois, Vacherie
Winn: .................................................Ed Crawford, Winnfield

Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation Staff
James Monroe, Assistant to 
  the President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA
Henry H. Bernard, Jr., Legal Counsel. . . Baton Rouge, LA
Dr. Ron Harrell, Commodity Director . . Baton Rouge, LA
Kyle McCann, Associate Commodity 
  Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA
Brian Breaux, Associate Commodity 
  Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA
Michael Nelson, Director 
  of Accounting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA
Neil Melançon, Editor, Farm 
  Bureau News . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA
Avery Davidson, Director 
  of Broadcast Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA
Allison Sabine, Assistant Director 
  of Broadcast Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA

Kristen Oaks, Communications 
  Specialist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA
Monica Velasquez, Creative Director
  and Webmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA
Taylor Frey, Public Relations 
  Intern. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA
Greg Fox, Grain Marketing Specialist . . Baton Rouge, LA
Mark Tall, Rice Marketing Specialist. . . Crowley, LA
Tim Payne, Director of Field Services . . Baton Rouge, LA
Megan Gravois, Assistant Director
  of Field Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA
Lynda Danos, Ag in the Classroom 
  Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA 
Wendell Miley, Safety and 
  Environmental Resources Director. . . . Baton Rouge, LA
Ashley Stephens, Administrative 
  Liaison . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baton Rouge, LA

Area Field Services Directors
Area I, Carey Martin, Shreveport; Area II, Scott Bickham, 
St. Francisville; Area III; Raquel Landry, Lake Charles; 
Area IV, Mandie Zaunbrecher, Welsh.

|  
  S

pr
in

g 
20

15
   

2

We know each year that the acreage battle 
for each crop heats up, but going into 2015, 
we knew no matter what was planted, the 
price would be less than last year.

A year like this one is tough for farmers, 
not only because they have to decide which 
crops will be profitable, but because they may 
have to cut back on crops they enjoy planting.  
While almost all farmers in Louisiana have 
diversified operations, there’s usually one or 
two crops every farmer loves to plant.  Crops 
like rice and cotton are iconic to Louisiana, 
yet these two in particular will suffer cut-
backs, maybe even more than ever.

Cotton has seen the sharpest drop in acres.  
We’ve lost a half million acres in the last ten 
years and we’re expected to lose more acres 
this year.  While we don’t yet know the final 
numbers, the Mid-South is expected to lose  
26 percent of its cotton acres in 2015. 

Rice is still up in the air for acreage as well, 
although the news there is a little better.  Me-
dium-grain acres were up in 2014 and could 
rise higher this year.  The issue is the world 
price situation.  While stocks world-wide 
are lower, there is surplus rice in key areas.  
Sadly, one thing that might boost rice acres 
in Louisiana is the drought in California.  The 
state is expecting another year with restricted 

rainfall and as 
rice is a water-
intensive crop, 
lost acres there 
might be a boon 
for Louisiana 
growers.

In addition, 
new rumblings 
of opening both 
Cuba and Japan as export markets stirred this 
year.  If Cuba opens up as a market, it will 
need some kind of cash flow in order to get 
purchases going.  That might ultimately have 
to come from the U.S. government, so we are 
still a ways away from selling back into that 
country, even if a major shift in policy occurs.  
Japan would be promising as a market, but it 
might mean a shift in Louisiana acres back to 
medium or even short-grain rice in order for 
our producers to benefit.

It seems like soybeans will be the clear win-
ner acreage-wise in Louisiana.  With prices 
hovering around $11 per bushel and low 
overhead, it’s a sound economic decision for 
many farmers to plant beans, especially after 
double-cropping with winter wheat.    
 
 

La. Farmers Face Loss of Acres, 
Long-Time Ag Communicator

President’s Perspective

Ronnie Anderson, President, 
Louisiana Farm Bureau

Publisher (Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation, Inc.) reserves the right to reject or cancel any advertising.  Advertisers must assume 
responsibility for content of their advertising.  Publisher maintains the right to cancel advertising for nonpayment of advertising 
billing or reader complaint about advertiser services or products.  Also, publisher assumes no liability for products or services 
advertised in the Louisiana Farm Bureau News.  Please send complaints and comments about advertiser services or products 
to: Louisiana Farm Bureau News, P.O. Box 95004, Baton Rouge, LA 70895-9004, call (225) 922-6498 or email neilm@lfbf.org.

See “President’s Perspective,” page 4

Mike Danna, continued from page 1

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Trade promotion 
authority, the Farm Bill and the H-2B guest 
worker program topped the list of issues 
that a group of Louisiana Young Farmers 
and Ranchers discussed with Louisiana’s 
Congressional delegation during their annual 
visit to Capitol Hill in March this year.

The YF&R group armed themselves with 
information at the American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) headquarters in Wash-
ington, D.C.  AFBF’s Executive Director 
of Public Policy Dale Moore told the seven 
YF&R visitors the federal budget will likely 
control much of their legislative agenda 
during this visit.  Kassi Berard, a St. Martin 
Parish sugar grower, said making in-person 
visits to Capitol Hill can make tremendous 
impacts back home.

“The misconception was that they would 
never listen and they make their own deci-
sions—that’s just not the case anymore,”  

Berard said.  “I had to be 
educated on the fact that 
they do want to listen to 
our issues and the things 
that we have to say.”

The group also focused 
on issues during visits 
with Louisiana’s two 
freshman representa-
tives: Ralph Abraham 
(R-5th District) and Garret 
Graves (R-6th District).  
Abraham, who sits on the 
House Ag Committee, 
explained that farmers in 
the fifth district tell him 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
is a thorn in their side.

“We are having to fight tooth-and-nail to 
not allow them to make a puddle a pond and 
a ditch something they (the EPA) want to 
control,” Abraham said.  “The 5th District I 
represent is the largest row-crop district in 
the nation, so I have got to be very vigilant

  

for our farmers.”
Similarly, Rep. Graves intends to educate 

other members of Congress in an attempt to 
protect the interests of farmers and families 
who grow several unique crops.

“We have to reach out to other members 
of Congress and explain to them the impor-
tance of these industries and help to open up 

other opportunities for those farmers to sell 
their crops not only in the United States, but 
around the world,” Rep. Graves said.

Grain Marketer Christy Ingram sells crops 
around the world.  Ingram hopes to convince 
4th District Congressman John Fleming to 
expand markets for Louisiana rice and other 
grains to overseas markets such as Cuba.

“There is grain that can be bought and I 
have to have a market to sell it to,” Ingram 
said.  “The markets currently are limited as 
far as truck, rail and barge, and if we were 
able to have more opportunities to sell that 
crop, we could have better opportunities for 
the growers.”

Creating new opportunities for growers 
prefaced the meeting with freshmen Sen. Bill 
Cassidy (R-La.), who defeated long-time 
Louisiana senator Mary Landrieu.  Grain 
producer Joshua Moore said he sought relief 
from an expansion of defined water bodies 
included in the Clean Water Act.

 
 

Louisiana Young Farmers and Ranchers Group Meets with the Entire State Congressional Delegation  
By A.J. Sabine
FB News Staff Writer

BATON ROUGE – Ronald McDonald House Charities in Monroe and New Orleans re-
ceived food donations from the Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation in honor of Our Food Link, 
formerly known as National Food Checkout Week.

Our Food Link is an initiative by the American Farm Bureau Federation and the Louisiana 
Farm Bureau that connects consumers to their sources of food and fiber.  This is the first year 
Our Food Link has been celebrated in Louisiana.  The donations to the Ronald McDonald 
House (RMH) Charities are part of a larger initiative that brings attention to the fact that most 
Americans are now three generations removed from the farm.

“Many Americans don’t really realize that someone has to grow the food we eat,” said  
Denise Cannatella, chair of the Louisiana Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Committee.  
“Our Food Link is an attempt to re-engage all Americans about where their food comes from.  
For farmers, it’s a way of life, but many in our country think that food comes from the grocery 
store.”

The events were Tuesday, March 10 
in Monroe and Wednesday, March 25 
in New Orleans.  The Louisiana Farm 
Bureau Women’s Leadership Committee 
donated more than $2,000 worth of food 
and other items to the RMH Charities, 
which provides lodging for out-of-state 
parents and siblings of children undergo-
ing critical medical procedures at local 
hospitals.

The Louisiana Farm Bureau, the state’s 
largest general farm organization, has 
been involved in such donations since 
1998.  To date, the organization has donat-
ed nearly $100,000 in food and money to 
food banks, veterans’ homes and charities 
to promote the importance of agriculture  
to the state and nation.

“We get so much positive feedback from the people at these charities,” Cannatella said.  “We 
also get an opportunity to prove just how generous our farmers are.  This is just one way farm-
ers and ranchers get involved in their local communities throughout the year.”

LFBF Donates Food to Ronald McDonald Charities

See “Capitol Visit,” page 5

Skin Cancer, continued from page 3

Catch the latest farm and legislative news, learn more about 
our volunteer programs or register for member events all in 
one easy-to-use place online: www.lfbf.org! 

Louisiana Young Farmers and Ranchers met with every member of the state’s 
congressional delegation or their staff during their March visit to Capitol Hill. 
The group discussed creating new opportunities for growers with freshmen 
Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-La.).  Photo by A.J. Sabine.

Theunissen said it’s the exposure to the 
sun’s harmful rays over your entire life-
time which can lead to skin cancer. 

“At age 18, you’ve already had about  
80 percent of your sun exposure,” she said.  
“So, that’s why we ask, please, protect 
your children.  When you’re outside as an 
adult, every single day, it’s just adding up.  
What the sun is doing is causing mutations 
that we usually have a very good repair 
mechanism for.”

“As I like to explain it, once we get old 
enough, that mechanism gets overwhelmed and sort of breaks,” 
Theunissen added.  “Then you start spitting out pre-cancers and 
skin cancers.”

As Self learned, you don’t have to be old.  He was 37 when his 
skin cancer appeared.  If his wife were not a registered nurse, it 
might still be there.

“The tumor was dead center of my back between my shoulder 
blades.  It’s not some place you can easily see.  It’s not some place 
that you’re looking for something that small.  It’s very likely that I 
would still have the cancer today, unknowingly, if it wasn’t for my 
wife who was trained to see it.”

Theunissen agreed.
“A lot of wives come in here and say I’ve been trying for years 

to get my husband to come.  He has several spots that I want you to 
check out.  Or they’ll come as a team and the wife points things out 
to me, which is kind of cute.”

In Self’s case, the cancer did not spread.  He’s under the care of 
an oncologist until October 2017.

“The size of the melanoma was so tiny compared to the scar I 
have today for the amount of skin and muscle they removed to 

make sure they had clean margins around 
it, to make sure that there wasn’t any 
part of the tumor left in my body,” Self 
said.  “For comparison, I’d say that the 
tumor was smaller than a pencil eraser 
and I have a scar over five inches long on 
my back from where they removed the 
tumor.”

Self is taking steps to prevent any 
further skin cancers by wearing sunscreen 
every day and reapplying it every two 
hours.  “Men think that lotion is femi-

nine,” he said.  “Well, a little lotion can save your life.”
He also wears special clothing designed to block ultraviolet rays 

and wears special sunglasses.
“One of the places that melanoma can go is into your eyes and I 

get questioned by my oncologist every time we go if I’ve had any 
problems with my eyes—any blurriness.  Because melanoma can 
affect your eyes, one of the big things that I’ve started doing is to 
wear UV-protective sunglasses all the time when I’m outside.”

Self has the same advice for everyone as he does for his fellow 
farmers and ranchers.

“If you don’t have a dermatologist, get one,” he said.  “See them 
regularly.  Go to them every six months if you’re exposed to the 
sun, not just farmers, but anyone who works outside, really needs to 
go get a head to toe at least every six months.”

“The good news is most of this stuff is so slow growing that 
we’re going to be okay,” Theunissen added.  “It’s going to be cur-
able.  It’s just catching it.  Of the non-melanoma skin cancers 95 
percent are curable.  My job is catching them early, and I like that.  
I think that most dermatologists like skin cancer screenings because 
we’re really helping the patient.”

Melanoma Survivor Kenny Self on his sugarcane farm in 
Batchelor, La.  Photo by Avery Davidson.

The Louisiana Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Committee 
at the Ronald McDonald House in New Orleans.  The group 
donated more than $2,000 worth of food and other items to 
the Ronald McDonald House Charities in Monroe and New 
Orleans in March.  Photo by Megan Gravois.

This publication supports Louisiana 
agriculture by using soybean ink.



Bureau Casualty Insurance Company and a 
$500 Visa gift card, courtesy of CGS Rental.

The 2015 winner will also receive a 
$1,500 equipment rental, courtesy of H&E 
Equipment Services; a $250 Sears gift card, 
courtesy of Louisiana Farm Bureau Insur-
ance Companies; a $250 cash merit award, 
courtesy of the La. Farm Bureau Agri-News 
Radio Network; a $250 cash merit award, 
courtesy of “This Week in Louisiana Agri-
culture;” and a $250 Choice Hotels gift card, 
courtesy of LFBF.

The Discussion Meet is designed to engage 
young farmers in timely topics that impact 
the state’s farming operations.  The winner 
will be selected from participants at the meet 
Thursday during the convention.  The winner 
of the Discussion Meet will receive a John 
Deere 4x2 Gator utility vehicle, courtesy 
of Southern Farm Bureau Life Insurance 
Company.

In addition, the Discussion Meet winner 
can look forward to a $1,500 equipment 
rental, courtesy of H&E Equipment Services; 
a $750 cash merit award, courtesy of Gowan 
Company; a $500 cash merit award, courtesy 
of Syngenta; a $500 Visa gift card, cour-
tesy of CGS Rental; a $250 Sears gift card, 
courtesy of Louisiana Farm Bureau Insur-
ance Companies; a $250 cash merit award, 
courtesy of the La. Farm Bureau Agri-News 
Radio Network; a $250 cash merit award, 
courtesy of “This Week in Louisiana Agri-
culture;” and a $250 Choice Hotels gift card, 
courtesy of LFBF.

The 2015 YF&R Excellence in Agriculture 
Award winner honors those who have sup-
porting roles in agriculture or those who may 
be part-time farmers.  The Excellence in Ag 
prize package includes a $5,000 credit toward 
the purchase of a 4-wheel ATV, courtesy of 
Louisiana Land Bank; a $1,500 equipment 
rental, courtesy of H&E Equipment Ser-
vices; a $500 Visa gift card, courtesy of CGS 
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YF&R Awards, continued from page 1

LOUISIANA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION, INC. 
Notice is hereby given to all members of 
the Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation,  
Inc. and to all members of any Farm Bu-
reau organization affiliated therewith, that 
the Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation, 
Inc., will hold its 93rd annual meeting 
June 25 through June 28, 2015, at the 
Marriott Hotel in New Orleans, La., and 
that the meeting of the House of Voting 
Delegates shall be held in conjunction 
therewith for the purpose of consider-
ing any business that may properly come 
before the meeting. 

LOUISIANA FARM BUREAU MARKETING 
ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Notice is hereby given that the annual 
meeting of the stockholders of the Louisi-
ana Farm Bureau Marketing Association, 
Inc. will be held at the Marriott Hotel 
in New Orleans, La. at 11 a.m., Sunday, 
June 28, 2015 for the purpose of consider-
ing any business that may properly come 
before the meeting. 

LOUISIANA F. B. SERVICE COMPANY, INC. 
Notice is hereby given that the an-
nual meeting of the stockholders of the 
Louisiana F. B. Service Company, Inc. 
will be held at the Marriott Hotel in New 
Orleans, La. at 11 a.m., Sunday, June 28, 
2015 for the purpose of considering any 
business that may properly come before 
the meeting. 

LOUISIANA FARM BUREAU INVESTMENT 
CORPORATION 
Notice is hereby given that the annual 
meeting of the stockholders of the Louisi-
ana Farm Bureau Investment Corporation 
will be held at the Marriott Hotel in New 
Orleans, La. at 11 a.m., Sunday, June 28, 
2015 for the purpose of considering any 
business that may properly come before 
the meeting. 

LOUISIANA FARM BUREAU ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Notice is hereby given that the annual 
meeting of the stockholders of Louisiana 
Farm Bureau Enterprises, Inc. will be held 
at the Marriott Hotel in New Orleans, La. 

at 11 a.m., Sunday, June 28, 2015 for the 
purpose of considering any business that 
may properly come before the meeting. 

AgriPAC 
Notice is hereby given that the annual 
meeting of AgriPAC will be held at the 
Marriott Hotel in New Orleans, La. at 
11 a.m., Sunday, June 28, 2015 for the 
purpose of considering any business that 
may properly come before the meeting. 

LOUISIANA FARM BUREAU FOUNDATION, INC. 
Notice is hereby given that the annual 
meeting of the Louisiana Farm Bureau 
Foundation, Inc. will be held at the Mar-
riott Hotel in New Orleans, La. at 11 a.m., 
Sunday, June 28, 2015 for the purpose of 
considering any business that may prop-
erly come before the meeting. 
 
THE LOUISIANA FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE 
IN THE CLASSROOM, INC. 
Notice is hereby given that the annual 
meeting of The Louisiana Foundation for 
Agriculture in the Classroom, Inc. will be 
held at the Marriott Hotel in New Orleans, 
La. at 11 a.m., Sunday, June 28, 2015  
for the purpose of considering any busi-
ness that may properly come before the 
meeting.

LOUISIANA BROKERAGE OUTLET, INC.
Notice is hereby given that the annual 
meeting of the stockholders of Louisiana 
Brokerage Outlet, Inc. will be held at the 
Marriott Hotel in New Orleans, La. at 
11 a.m., Sunday, June 28, 2015 for the
purpose of considering any business that 
may properly come before the meeting.

LOUISIANA FARM BUREAU MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY
Notice is hereby given that the annual 
meeting of the policyholders of Louisiana 
Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company 
will be held at the Marriott Hotel in New 
Orleans, La. at 11 a.m., Sunday, June 28, 
2015 for the purpose of considering any 
business that may properly come before 
the meeting.

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICES FOR THE 2015 LOUISIANA FARM BUREAU 
FEDERATION, INC. STATE CONVENTION

(Editor’s Note: While all annual meetings of the 93rd annual convention of the Louisiana 
Farm Bureau Federation’s affiliated companies are scheduled to begin at 11 a.m., Sunday,  
June 28, 2015, the meetings may begin later, depending on the time of adjournment of the 
Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation voting delegates’ session.)

Rental; a $250 Sears gift card, courtesy of 
Louisiana Farm Bureau Insurance Compa-
nies; a $250 cash merit award, courtesy of the 
La. Farm Bureau Agri-News Radio Network; 
a $250 cash merit award, courtesy of “This 
Week in Louisiana Agriculture;” and a $250 
Choice Hotels gift card, courtesy of LFBF.

Louisiana’s Outstanding Young Farm 
Woman is presented to women producers 
who promote leadership in the continuation 
of the family farm here in Louisiana.  The 
winner will receive a $2,000 Visa gift card, 
courtesy of the Louisiana Farm Bureau Mu-
tual Casualty Company; a $1,500 equipment 
rental, courtesy of H&E Equipment Services; 
a $500 cash merit award, courtesy of BASF; a 
$500 Visa gift card, courtesy of CGS Rental; 
a $250 Sears gift card, courtesy of Louisiana 
Farm Bureau Insurance Companies; a $250 
cash merit award, courtesy of the La. Farm 
Bureau Agri-News Radio Network; a $250 
cash merit award, courtesy of “This Week in 
Louisiana Agriculture;” and a $250 Choice 
Hotels gift card, courtesy of LFBF.

Louisiana’s Young Farmers and Ranchers 
Achievement Award, Excellence in Agricul-
ture and Discussion Meet winners will be 
recognized on a national level this January as 
they compete against other state winners at 
the American Farm Bureau’s national conven-
tion.  The national winners of these contests 
will have a choice of a 2015 Chevrolet Sil-
verado or a 2015 GMC Sierra pickup, valued 
at $35,000.  Three finalists in the Achieve-
ment Award, Discussion Meet and Excellence 
in Agriculture contests will receive a Farmall 
Tractor from Case IH along with a $2,500 
cash prize and $500 in merchandise from 
STIHL. 

All prize packages for the Louisiana Farm 
Bureau Convention are based on 2014 win-
ners and all American Farm Bureau prizes are 
based on 2015 winners.  All prizes are subject 
to change, based on sponsor availability.

Brianne and John 
Compton, of Jefferson 
Davis Parish, took 
the wheel of their new 
Chevy truck as winners 
of the 2014 Louisiana 
Farm Bureau Achieve-
ment Award.  The 
award is presented to 
farm couples 35 and 
younger whose farming 
operations balance 
production, profit and 
environmental concerns. 
The 2015 award winners 
will also receive a Chevy 
or GMC truck during the 
organization’s annual 
meeting in New Orleans 
June 25-28.  Photo by 
Monica Velasquez.

Shellfish Producers Fight for Federal Protection
By Neil Melançon
FB News Staff Writer

BATON ROUGE – Shellfish producers are 
finally getting some protection on a national 
level in the new Farm Bill through a program 
pioneered here in Louisiana.

In 2012, Hurricane Sandy made headlines 
after doing damage in New York City, but 
the oyster beds all along the coast took a hit 
as well.  Robert Rheault, oyster farmer and 
executive director of the East Coast Shellfish 
Grower’s Association, said they were first hit 
by the storm and then by the reality of how 
hard it was to get disaster assistance. 

“A number of my members were hit rather 
hard by Sandy,” Rheault said.  “Many of them 
were shocked to find out that they couldn’t get 
any insurance recovered for their crops or for 
their facilities on land–hatcheries, boats and 
things like that.”

Rheault said the new Farm Bill does pro-
vide some coverage, but much like Louisiana 
row crop operators, it only covers part of the 
losses and may not be worth it in the long run.

“Just this year, through the Farm Bill that 
was passed recently, we’ve gotten coverage,” 
Rheault said.  “But it amounts to about 30 
percent of their losses.”

Efforts have been underway for years to 
give shellfish federal specialty crop status.  In 
Louisiana, Carolyn Falgout, an oyster pro-
ducer and former chair of the Louisiana Farm 
Bureau’s Oyster Advisory Committee, pushed 
for a federal crop insurance program that was 

finally established in 2009 after two years of 
hurricanes that were devastating to the state’s 
oyster beds.

“When you’re putting money to plant a 
crop, unless you have some protection, you 
kind of hesitate to put money back if you 
know you’re going to be wiped out in a year,” 
Falgout said.

Traditionally, oyster producers have had ac-
cess to the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program.  The problem, though, is that it 
applies to crops that can easily be inventoried, 
such as oysters grown in cages.  However, for 
most producers, that’s just not a reality.

“It’s never covered us when we put our 
crops directly on the bottom,” she said.  “It’s 
very challenging to do inventory on crops that 
are underwater.  When the adjuster comes and 
he’s got his clipboard and his wingtips, and he 
says ‘what, I have to go out on a boat?’  Yeah, 
well, guess what?  Our crops are underwater.” 

It might be possible to expand coverage for 
disasters through the USDA’s Risk Man-
agement Agency, using a program to help 
level income in the wake of a disaster.  That 
program is one Louisiana producers have had 
access to.

“We can look at annual income and say if 
your income takes a dip, then you would be 
eligible,” Rheault said.  “That seems to be a 
more workable formula.  This is something 
that RMA has set up for growers on the Gulf 
Coast.  In Louisiana, it’s a very successful 
program and we’re hoping to expand that to 
other states.” 

Grain Farmers Face Issues Moving Goods by Rail
FB News Staff Reports

BATON ROUGE – With the nation’s larg-
est river system flowing right through our 
state, we often take for granted what it takes 
to actually ship goods around the country.

For most grain farmers in Louisiana, get-
ting their product to market means a relatively 
short truck drive to a grain elevator, often at a 
port along the river.  However, for most folks 
in the rest of the country, it means shipping 
by rail.

For the past couple of years, railways 
nationwide have been congested due to a 
multitude of issues.  American Farm Bureau 
Transportation Specialist Andrew Walmsley 
says this congestion has made it difficult for 
farmers to move grain.

“Because of this large harvest that we had 
last year and these rail issues, farmers were 
getting a lower price for their goods,” Walms-
ley said.  “Since then, we’ve progressed and 
not seen as many issues.  The railroads really 
responded with the need for putting more 
trains on the rails and trying to adjust the 
system to handle more of the goods.  Luckily, 
we haven’t seen those issues as bad as we did 
last year.”

The Senate Commerce, Science and Trans-
portation Committee held a hearing in early 
2015 and addressed some of these rail issues.

“It was a pretty broad discussion on the 
many challenges that are out there, but it’s 
something we think Congress needs to con-
tinue to take a look at to ensure the railroads 
are operating the best way that they can and 
that agriculture is getting the best service that 
it can,” Walmsley said.

He did add that steps are being taken to 
move forward.  The executives at railroad 
companies continue to discuss capital invest-
ment to build capacity and make improve-
ments.

“I think there’s going to continue to be 
some oversight and investigation into the 
whole picture of what our freight rail network 
looks like,” Sen. Thune said.  Last year, he 
introduced a Surface Transportation Board 
(STB) reform bill that Farm Bureau support-
ed.  Thune is expected to introduce similar 
legislation this Congress.

Even if it doesn’t hugely impact farmers in 
Louisiana, it is important to continue re-
searching this issue so that farmers and ranch-
ers can reach their export markets as timely 
and efficiently as possible. 

See “Skin Cancer,” page 7

By Avery Davidson, FB News Staff Writer

BATCHELOR – Kenny Self spends many hours tending his fields out in the sun at his 
Pointe Coupee Parish sugarcane farm.

He’s been farming by himself since 1994, but what his wife discovered in September 
of 2012 was something he would have never found on his own.

 “One night, she saw a spot on my back she was suspicious of, and we immediately 
went to the dermatologist who removed it and determined that I had superficial spreading 
melanoma,” Self said.

According to the American Cancer Society, doctors will diagnose approximately 750 
Louisiana patients in 2015 with melanoma, the worst kind of skin cancer.  According to 
Dr. Laci Theunissen, a dermatologist with the Our Lady of the Lake Physician Group, 
there are three types of skin cancer: basal cell, squamous cell and melanoma.

“The first two are the most common,” Theunissen said.  “They’re usually very superfi-
cial and very curable once we catch them.  Melanoma, on the other hand, can be curable, 
but also can be deadly.”

Theunissen used the word deadly because melanoma can spread to other parts of the 
body, as Self learned.

“Once we went to the oncologist and they started telling me what it was all about, then 
it really hit me hard that just these simple test results could determine a 95 percent swing 
in my survivability rate,” he said.  “One test coming up positive could mean as little as 
a 5 percent chance of a five-year survival rate versus all negative tests with a 95 percent 
survival rate at five years.”

750 Projected La. Skin Cancer Patients in 2015
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By Avery Davidson
FB News Staff Writer

BELMONT –Every great dairy begins 
with good cows.  

It also takes good people to take care of 
them. 

From the label to the cows, you’ll notice 
something different about milk from the 
Flowing Hills Creamery in Belmont, La.  
For starters, Carlton Salley has three differ-
ent breeds of cattle on his farm: Holstein, 
the ones most people associate with dairies; 
Jersey, the second most popular dairy breed; 
and the Brown Swiss, which are known for 
having very rich milk. 

That creamy, rich milk works well for 
Flowing Hills because the milk sold there is 
not homogenized.  The cream still rises to 
the top and you have to do like your grand-
mother always did before pouring a glass of 
milk: shake the jug.  Carlton Salley says it’s 

Sabine Parish Dairy Rises from the Ashes of Smith Creamery   Dairy, continued from page 4

President’s Perspective, continued from page 2

The headwinds for beans, however, is a 
big South American crop, which overcame 
early weather problems to provide a mas-
sive showing as their harvest rolls along. 

Corn comes in at a close second for 
acres.  Even though the prices for corn 
have been around $4 per bushel or lower, 
the export market continues to be kind to 
the crop.  In addition, southeastern Brazil 
saw a drought of its own this year, hitting 
corn in particular, even as the country ups 
the amount of corn being converted into 
ethanol. 

One thing is for sure in both corn and 
beans, the carryover for both crops will not 
only be larger than in 2014, but larger than 
anticipated.  The influx of South American 
beans this year, combined with a big U.S. 
corn crop last year, has kept a lot of corn 
on the market.  We were recently visited 
by a group of farmers from Illinois and the 
talk there is all about on-farm storage.  As 
that grows in the U.S., farmers are going to 
be hanging on to grain larger, which might 
mean both a bigger carryover each year, as 
well as one that is increasingly more dif-
ficult to estimate.

For our sugarcane producers, it’s a time 
of uncertainty.  Prices have climbed a bit, 
but are still low and there is a large world 
supply hanging around.  At the same 
time, South America has had an uneven 
year in their sugarcane harvest, which has 
suppressed acreage somewhat.  Demand 
is growing for sugar worldwide, but it re-
mains to be seen how much effect that will 
have this year.  Sugarcane farmers will 
again be dependent on the weather, hoping 

for high sugar content to help flat prices 
with volume. 

On a personal note, I’d like to say a few 
words about the passing of Mike Danna, 
the long-time editor of this newspaper and 
a personal friend of mine.  Mike was never 
in production agriculture, but you would 
never have known it from how hard he 
worked.  Telling the story of agriculture 
became his passion since coming to work 
for the Farm Bureau in 1985.  I was always 
amazed at how well he captured both the 
facts and the spirit of farming in his writ-
ing, his photos and his broadcasting.

We had an interesting conversation once 
about him writing my obituary one day.  It 
may seem morbid, but the truth is Mike 
was the best obituary writer I’ve ever read.  
I was certainly touched that he wanted to 
be the one to memorialize my life and it is 
no small amount of strange that here I am 
trying to put his life into words.  The funny 
thing is, he wrote the vast majority of his 
own obituary in the final weeks of his life 
and it certainly shows.  I won’t go over 
what he’s already written for this edition, 
but I will say that his constant presence in 
my life and the lives of farmers across this 
state makes his passing both a shock and a 
painful absence. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
surviving family members—his wife 
Renée, children Chase and Taylor, his 
mother, Amelia and sister Tammy.  They 
are also with everyone suffering from this 
horrible scourge and I pray for the day 
when we can look at cancer as a memory, 
rather than our beloved family and friends.

healthier that way.  
“In homogenization, you break down 

enzymes that your body needs, and by doing 
what we do, you don’t break those enzymes 
down.” 

At Flowing Hills, the Salleys also pasteur-
ize their milk a little differently to preserve 
what is naturally healthy in the milk and de-
stroy the potentially harmful bacteria found 
in raw milk.  

“We do a low VAT pasteurization.  We 
get the milk to about 145 to 150 degrees for 
30 minutes and then we immediately cool it 
back down,” Carlton said.  “From the time 
we start our pasteurization, we try to have it 
cooled down and ready to bottle within two 
hours.” 

According to the LSU AgCenter, there are 
125 dairy farmers left in Louisiana.  One 
way for dairy farm families to survive is to 
process and bottle their own milk. 

The Salleys pasteurize their milk in a 

piece of equipment originally owned by 
Warren Smith, owner of Smith Creamery. 
After an explosion destroyed the Smith 
Creamery in June of 2011, it sat unused until 
Carlton Salley bought it.  The destruction of 
one creamery led to the rebirth of a dairy in 
Sabine Parish. 

Even though Carlton Salley had raised 
dairy cows since 1979, he got out of the 
business in 2008.  Just last year, the Salleys 
decided the only way they could make it in 
the dairy business was to bottle and market 
their own milk.  They planned to start small, 
but the Smith Creamery pasteurizer changed 
that plan. 

“It was 600 gallons and we had to change 
the complete form of the plant and add on to 
it before we even got started,” Brenda Salley 
said.  “So, it’s like God just dropped in and 
opened those doors and so we just have to 
pasteurize more.  We get it out to the public 
and they want more and more of it every 
day.”  

“I never intended for it to grow like it has, 
but I’ve been well blessed,” Carlton added.

Blessed is a great way to put it because 
there was a reason why the Salleys got out 
of the dairy business six years ago: it’s tough 
to make ends meet.  It’s his experience at a  
 
 See “Dairy,” page 5

Carlton and Brenda Salley on their 
family-run operation in Sabine 
Parish.  The Salleys process, bottle 
and market their non-homogenized 
milk, as well as pasteurize it with 
equipment salvaged from Smith 
Creamery.  The best way to try 
Flowing Hills Creamery milk, 
butter, and even their sweet tea, 
is to go to one of the five farmers’ 
markets they visit every week in 
Shreveport and Alexandria.   
Photo by Avery Davidson.

local farmer’s market which set his mind 
at ease.  

“I knew that it was going to be okay 
after two to three weeks of seeing local 
people come back with their ice chests,” 
Carlton said.  “We have a great following.” 

The cows on the label are the grand 
dames of national champion show cattle 
owned by the Salleys.  Everything at this 
dairy is handled by the family, including 
the creation of the name Flowing Hills. 

“Leslie, my daughter-in-law, came up 
with the idea of Flowing Hills Creamery 
from a Bible scripture which told that the 
milk flowed from the hills.  It’s in Joel.  It’s 
on our label,” Brenda said. 

Flowing Hills Creamery milk is sold 
in about 25 stores from Shreveport to 
Monroe.  However, the best way to try 
their milk, butter, and even their sweet tea, 
is to go to one of the five farmers’ markets 
they visit every week in Shreveport and 
Alexandria. 

  Capitol Visit, continued from page 2

“‘Navigable waters’ is kind of a loose 
definition and the EPA is trying to con-
trol all water sources,” Moore said.  “We 
have breaks, ditches, ponds and sloughs 
that run through our property.  They are 
not necessarily navigable, but if the EPA 
has their way—who knows?  They may 
classify them as that and what are we to 
do when they control our water and water 
structures?”

Louisiana Young Farmers and Ranch-
ers met with every member of Louisiana’s 
Congressional delegation or their staff  
over a two-and-a-half days visit to Capitol 
Hill.

In a meeting at Sen. David Vitter’s (R-
La.) office in Washington, D.C., the YF&R 
group shared their concerns on a number of 
agricultural issues such as the federal guest 
worker programs, the estate tax and the 
Farm Bill.  Vitter, who sits on the Senate 
Judiciary and Banking Committees, said he 
will focus on Louisiana agriculture in his 
bid for the governor’s mansion.

“Just a few weeks ago in my governor’s  
campaign, I had a leadership forum on the 
ag economy in Alexandria,” Vitter said.  “I 
invited leaders from all around the state.  
About 25 were in the room for a really 
good discussion about how we support and 
expand that really important part of our 
economy.”

According to published reports, Vitter 
has raised more campaign funds than the 
other Republican candidates for governor. 
Voters will decide the governor’s race on 
October 24.


