
10985 N. Harrell’s Ferry Rd., Baton Rouge, LA  70816
Phone 225-921-8381                     FAX 225-275-1460                    www.laoperationlifesaver.org

April 2012

Look, Listen 
 and Live!

Louisiana Rail Crashes and Fatalities Decline in 2011
Louisiana vehicle-train collisions 

and fatalities declined last year, ac-
cording to preliminary 2011 Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA) statis-
tics, while vehicle-train injuries rose 
slightly from prior year numbers.
 The number of Louisiana cross-
ing collisions declined from 106 in 
2010 to 96 in 2011; crossing fatalities 
fell from 13 in 2010 to 9 in 2011; and 
crossing injuries moved from 67 in 
2010 to 68 in 2011.  
 “Louisiana Operation Lifesaver 
is pleased to see that the number of 
vehicle-train collisions and fatali-
ties statewide were lower last year,” 
said Pat Edwards, executive director.  
“Through the efforts of our strong 
volunteer program and our partner-
ships with the railroads operating in 

Louisiana, law enforcement and trans-
portation safety agencies, we are all 
working together to encourage citizens 
to make safe decisions near railroad 
crossings and tracks.”
 FRA 2011 statistics place Loui-
siana fourth nationally in vehicle-
train collisions, ninth in vehicle-train 
fatalities, and fourth in vehicle-train 
injuries.  In 2010, Louisiana was fifth 
in vehicle-train collisions, fourth in 
vehicle-train fatalities, and third in 
vehicle-train injuries. 
 National FRA statistics indicate 
that there were 1,956 vehicle-train 
collisions in the U.S. in 2011, down 
3 percent from the 2,017 incidents in 
2010.  Those 2011 collisions resulted 
in 262 deaths and 964 injuries, with 
crossing deaths up 2.3 percent and 

crossing injuries up 12.9 percent from 
the 256 deaths and 854 injuries in 
2010.  States with the most crossing 
collisions in 2011 were Texas, Indiana, 
California, Louisiana, and Illinois.

Louisiana 2011 National Ranking 
4th in crossing collisions 
9th in crossing fatalities
4th in crossing injuries
14th in trespass injuries
30th in trespass fatalities
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 The top five parishes in Louisiana 
for vehicle-train crashes in 2011 were 
East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Caddo, 
Tangipahoa, and Jefferson Parishes. 
 In addition, 428 pedestrians were 
killed and 346 injured nationally while 
trespassing on train tracks last year, 
versus 434 deaths and 388 injuries in 
2010.  Total trespasser deaths dropped 
1.4 percent and trespasser injuries 
dropped 10.8 percent nationwide in 
2011.  
 Louisiana ranks 14th nationally in 
trespasser injuries and 30th in tres-
passer fatalities.  There were 4 trespass 
fatalities in 2011 compared to 11 in 
2010, and 8 injuries in 2011 compared 
to 6 in 2010.  
 The top parishes in Louisiana 
for trespasser casualties in 2011 are 
Bossier, Calcasieu, Lafayette, and 
Orleans Parishes.
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From the FRA 2011 statistics, Louisiana Operation Lifesaver state maps 
were updated to reflect the number of railroad crossings, licensed drivers, 
and highway-rail crashes in each parish for the 2007-2011 time period.

From this data, 13 Louisiana parishes were targeted for Operation Lifesaver 
outreach.

These maps are available for use as PowerPoint and Adobe PDF files on the 
Louisiana Operation Lifesaver website -- www.laoperationlifesaver.org.

 “These latest FRA statistics are 
encouraging, but Operation Lifesaver 
must continue its work to educate 
drivers and pedestrians to focus their 
attention near railroad crossings and 
tracks,” said Edwards.  “Distracted 
driving is a serious concern.  All driv-
ers should be especially alert when ap-
proaching a railroad crossing.  Always 
expect a train.”
 Louisiana Operation Lifesaver 
pro vides speakers for free rail safety 
presen tations and materials for audi-
ences of any profession and age group, 
along with resources on its website, 
www.laoperationlifesaver.org.  
 “We need to successfully educate 
people to stay off the tracks, under-
stand and obey crossing laws, and use 
common sense around train tracks,” 
said Edwards.
 “Operation Lifesaver needs your 
help to save lives,” said Edwards.  To 
schedule a presentation for an organi-
zation, school or company, please visit 
www.laoperationlifesaver.org, email 
patricia.edwards@la.gov, or call 225-
921-8381.

Louisiana Rail ...
Continued from page 1

Louisiana Rail 
Safety Week 

October 8-14, 2012
Contact LA OL to schedule a 

presentation and learn how 

you can help to reduce 

injuries and fatalities at 

railroad crossings and tracks!

Louisiana Parish Maps for Rail Safety
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Union Pacific 
OL Rep Retires
 Sam Stephenson retired from 
Union Pacific Railroad as Manager of 
Public Safety at the end of February 
and subsequently resigned as the UP 
representative on the Louisiana Opera-
tion Lifesaver Board of Directors.  
 Stephenson worked many years 
with Operation Lifesaver to promote 
rail safety education.
 At the February 2 LA OL Board 
of Directors meeting, Stephenson 
was recognized for his dedication 
and commitment with a plaque from 
LA OL and a framed certificate from 
Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal.

Sam Stephenson

UP Celebrates 150th Anniversary 
with Louisiana Bicentennial

Amount enclosed  $_____________

Make your check payable to: 
Louisiana Operation Lifesaver, Inc.

Louisiana Operation Lifesaver is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization. Donations are tax-
deductible according to federal and state tax 
regulations.  Consult your tax advisor.

SIGN 
ME UP!

Name __________________________

_______________________________

Address ________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Phone  _________________________

Email __________________________

_______________________________

___ I  want to be an
Operation Lifesaver Presenter!

Please visit 
www.laoperationlifesaver.org
Complete the online form, 
or print and return the Louisiana 
Presenter Questionnaire Form to the 
State Coordinator as directed.  

 ___ I  want to be an 
Operation Lifesaver Donor!

To support Louisiana Operation 
Lifesaver, complete this form and 
return to:
Louisiana Operation Lifesaver 
10985 N. Harrell’s Ferry Rd.
Baton Rouge, LA  70816

 The UP 150 Express Tour came to New Orleans behind Audubon Zoo on 
April 28-29, the same weekend that Louisiana marked 200 years of statehood.  
The sleek Streamliner locomotives, or E9’s, pulled several historic cars, includ-
ing a museum rail car relating the history of Union Pacific Railroad, from the 
development of the transcontinental railroad to modern freight transportation.  
 Union Pacific employees and OL Presenters, Lawrence Henagan and David 

Henagan (shown 
below in their UP 
OL trailer), were on 
hand to distribute 
OL rail safety mate-
rials to visitors to the 
train.  Other OL 
Presenters  assisting 
with the event were 
Ann Coston, Jim 
Bellmyer, and Pat 
Edwards.
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La DOTD Hosts 2012 Transportation Safety Summit
 The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development hosted its bi-annual Transportation Safety Summit in 
April.  Railroad topics in three breakout sessions focused on quiet zones, crossing closures, and rail safety.  

Richard Washington, FRA Region 5; Bill Shrewsberry, LA DOTD; and Carolyn Cook, 
FRA Region 5 explain the process and guidelines for the establishment of quiet zones in 
local communities.

 
 Morris Evans, CN special agent, discusses the mock crash held in 
October 2011 in Tangipahoa Parish and plans for another mock crash 
event in Jefferson Parish in 2013.  
 In addition, consultant Ric Cruz explained the Rail Inventory Man-
agement System (RIMS) to be implemented for LA DOTD.  
 Pat Edwards gave an overview of Louisiana Operation Lifesaver 
and current programs.

 Danny Lites, Kansas City Southern Railroad; 
Carolyn Cook, FRA Region 5; and Lawrence Hena-
gan, mayor of DeQuincy provided various perspec-
tives on crossing closures.  
 Lites discussed the railroad’s considerations dur-
ing closure negotiations, stating that the first concern 
is for the safety of the public.  
 Cook focused on the federal perspective of 
closing crossings as well as the state and federal rail 
safety action plans.  
 Mayor Henagan provided the view of the local 
community, stressing that communication with gov-
ernment officials and local citizens is key to safety in 
the community.
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Operation Lifesaver Presentation Feedback

You can help to promote safety 
near railroads! Contact us today!

To request a free personalized 
Operation Lifesaver presentation 
for your business, school, church, 
or organization, please submit the 
online form on our website at 
www.laoperationlifesaver.org or
contact Pat Edwards, La. State 
Coordinator at 225-921-8381 or
patricia.edwards@la.gov.

Presentations can be customized 
for any age group or profession 
with targeted PowerPoint visuals, 
charts, brochures, and videos.

More than 100 certified Operation 
Lifesaver Presenters in Louisiana 
are available to speak to your 
organization.  

You can make a difference!

Request a Free Railroad 
Safety Presentation

Tommy Schmitt (shown below during a presentation to students at the St. 
Charles Driving School in 
Luling, LA) received these 
comments after his presentation 
to the Ascension Parish public 
works department:  “It was a 
great presentation about the 
railroad crossings and the train 
coming down the tracks.  He was 
very knowledgeable about the 
program.  He got the attention 
of everyone in attendance. The 
presentation showed the dangers 
and the laws, and it also showed 
what happens when you and a 
train meet.”

John Nette received these comments following his presentation in January:  
“Thanks for the wonderful presentation you made at our in-service.  The drivers 
were attentive to your message.  Railroad safety is so important.  We do want to 
keep addressing this as safety on the school bus is so important.”

Andrew Barganier and Michael West received these com-
ments following their recent presentation:  “The faculty, 
staff, administration and our 289 students at I.A. Lewis are 
truly grateful for the rewarding and enlightening Operation 

Lifesaver presentation that you made today (March 6) at I.A. Lewis School in 
Ruston, Louisiana. You taught us so much through your uplifting, entertaining, 
and educational presentation. Even though our students were getting life-saving 
information, your presentation held their attention, so much so that many stu-
dents wanted to see and hear your presentation a second time. Believe me, this 
is rare for 6th graders to sit so attentively. Also thank you for the life lesson and 
career information. Operation Lifesaver gave our students and adults informa-
tion that will be with us for the rest of our lives.” 

Glenn Gary (left photo) received these comments for his 
presentation in March:  “Thank you for the presentation 
of Operation Lifesaver and the time you took to cover this 
important message.  I have been employed with Lafayette 
Consolidated Government going on 21 years and not once 
over the many safety meetings I have attended, rail safety 
was covered. Your presentation was very informative, the 
same said by my coworkers.” 

Lafayette Consolidated Government

I. A. Lewis School, Ruston, LA

St. Bernard Parish School Bus Drivers

Ascension Parish Public Works Department
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LA OL Partners with Amtrak for 40th Anniversary 

Operation Lifesaver, Inc. is a national, 
non-profit safety education group whose 
goal is to eliminate deaths and injuries 
at railroad crossings and along railroad 
rights of way. 

Operation Lifesaver’s trained and 
certified presenters give free safety talks 
to community groups, schools, school 
bus drivers, truck drivers and community 
organizations to raise awareness of the 
need for caution around railroad tracks 
and trains. 

Look, Listen and Live! is a quarterly 
publication of Louisiana Operation 
Lifesaver, Inc., and is archived at
www.laoperationlifesaver.org 

Requests or inquiries should be sent to:
Louisiana Operation Lifesaver, Inc.
10985 North Harrell’s Ferry Rd.
Baton Rouge, LA  70816

Email -- patricia.edwards@la.gov 
Phone -- 225-921-8381
FAX -- 225-275-1460
Web -- www.laoperationlifesaver.org

What is Operation Lifesaver?

TriState Oil & Gas Expo
 As part of our continuing effort to 
reach the oil and gas industry in the 
Haynesville Shale area, Louisiana Op-
eration Lifesaver hosted a rail safety 
booth at the TriState Oil & Gas Expo 
in April at the Shreveport Convention 
Center.  
 J. R. Smith and Louis Metcalf are 

shown above handing OL materials to 
an interested guest.  
 Richard Washington coordinated 
the booth, and other OL Presenters 
who participated were Andrew Bar-
ganier, James Drayton, Charles Jones, 
Stephen Prator Jr., Melinda West, and 
Michael West.

Jim Bigfoot Bellmyer and Ann Coston are shown in the 
photos left and below at the New Orleans Union 
Passenger Station in January promoting rail safety to 
approximately 1,700 attendees on hand to celebrate 
Amtrak’s 40th anniversary.


